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What is claimed: 

^t^-— — A co m puter r o adab l ^ -r^^i^ln g medium recorded withadja goo^Js^ 
supporting program for realizing on a computer: 

a lesion position detecting function^tof^detecting a lesion position 
from a diagnosis target image; 

a feature quantity extracting function for extracting image-wise 
feature quantities of the le^rdn position detected by said lesion position 
detecting function; and 

a reference >tmage retrieving function for retrieving reference 
images which are^image-wise similar to the diagnosis target image out of 
a database stored with reference images and feature quantities of 
reference images, based on the feature quantities extracted by said 
feature qyantity extracting function. 

2. /A computer readable recording medium reconJetkyvith a diagnosis 
supjz(orting program of claim 1, further comprising: 

JSe reglsre^m§^4^nction for registering saftd diagnosis 
t&cr^t image and feature quantities thefeetjnto said database. 



3. A computer readable recording medium recorded with a dia&aosts- 
supporting program of claim 1, further comprising: ^^^^ 

a similarity calculating function for calculating image-wise 
similarities between each of the reference images stored in said 
database and the diagnosis target image, respectively, by matching the 
feature quantities of each of the/reference images stored in said 
database with the feature quantities \oJ/m4-4fec^^s\s target image, 

wherein said reference imager retrieving function retrieves 
reference images in order of similarity as calculated by said similarity 
calculating function. 



4. A computer readable recording medium recorded with a diagnosis 
supporting program \j& claim 3, 

wherein said similarity calculating function calculates similarities, 
taking account/of the weighting set for each organ. 



J5 A comput o^-re adable rec acdiag mod i um recor ded w i th a diagnosis 

supporting program of claim 4, 

wherein said weighting is set in a variably constituted tabl* 



6. A computer readable recording medium recorded^Wlth a diagnosis 
supporting program of claim 1, further comprising: 

a finding displaying function for displaying findings related to the 
reference images retrieved by said reference image retrieving function. 



7. A computer readable recording medium recorded with a diagnosis 
supporting program of claim 1 , 

wherein said lesion position ejecting function detects a lesion 
position of a designated organ. 

8. A computer readable receding medium recorded with a diagnosis 
supporting program of claim 1, 

wherein said feature quantity extracting function extracts a global 
feature quantity, a topicar feature quantity and a common feature 
quantity, for every lesion position of the diagnosis target image. 

9. A diagnosis supporting apparatus comprising: 

a lesion position detecting means for detecting a lesion position 
from a diagnosis target image; 

a feature ^quantity extracting means for extracting image-wise 
feature quantities of the lesion position detected by said lesion position 
detecting meaas; and 

a ref^/ence image retrieving means for retrieving reference 
images whic,h are image-wise similar to the diagnosis target image out of 
a database stored with reference images and feature quantities of 
reference /images, based on the feature quantities extracted by said 
feature quantity extracting means. 



10. /A diagnosis supporting apparatus of claim 9, further comprising: 

a databa se reqisterinqj TTeans for registering said diagnosis target 
ima^-^affSfeature quantities thereoTTnto-^aid database. 
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11. A diagnosis supporting apparatus of claim 9, further conrT^sitrg: 

a similarity calculating means for calcula^ip^image-wise 
similarities between each of the reference ip^fges stored in said 
database and the diagnosis target image, respectively, by matching the 
feature quantities of each of the reference images stored in said 
database with the feature quantities mot the diagnosis target image, 

wherein said referwce/j image retrieving means retrieves 
reference images in order pf ysfynterity as calculated by said similarity 
calculating means. 



m 



12. A diagnosis supoiefrting apparatus of claim 1 1 , 

wherein said similarity calculating means calculates similarities, 
taking account ofjtlro weighting set for each organ. 
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-^diagnosis suppmiinq app^^tiis of claim 12. 
wherein said weighting is set in a variably cor 



[tited table. 



A diagnosis supporting apparatus ofclaim 9, further comprising: 
a finding displaying means fap^displaying findings related to the 
reference images retrieved by saLd^reference image retrieving means. 



15. A diagnosis supporting apparatus of claim 9, 
wherein said lesion position detecting means detects a lesion 

position of a designated organ. 

16. A diagnosj^ supporting apparatus of claim 9, 
7 wherein/said feature quantity extracting means extracts a global 

feature quantity, a topical feature quantity and a common feature 
quantity, for/every lesion position of the diagnosis target image. 



17. A/diagnosis supporting method comprising: 

esion position detecting process for detecting a lesion position 
from a/diagnosis target image; 

a featurea uantity extractin^ process for extracting image-wise/ 
feature ^^rfTfrfies of the lesion position3etested by said lesion positiem 
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detecting process 

a refe 
images wh 
a databa 
reference 
feat 




etrieving process for retrieving reference 
to the diagnosis target image out of 
mages and feature quantities of 
lature quantities extracted by said 
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A diagnosis supporting method of claim 17, further comprising: 
a database re gistering process for registering said diagnosis 
image and feaUjreTqiTin^^ 



iprisi 



A diagnosis supporting method of claim 17, further com| 
a similarity calculating process for calculajjj*§^mage-wise 
similarities between each of the reference jrp&ges stored in said 
database and the diagnosis target image, rpsrpectively, by matching the 
feature quantities of each of the reference images stored in said 
database with the feature quantifiea^df the, diagnosis target image, 

wherein said reference^ Httaxje retrieving process retrieves 
reference images in order jo^sig^flarity as calculated by said similarity 
calculating process. 



20. A diagnosis/Supporting method of claim 19, 

wherein said similarity calculating process calculates similarities, 
taking account of the weighting set for each organ. 



diagnosis supporting m 
wherein said weighting is set 



riably constituted table. 




22. A diagnosis supporting method of claim 17, further comprising: 

a finding displaying process for displaying findings related to the 
reference images retrieved by said reference image retrieving process. 



diagnosis supporting method of claim 17, 
wherein said lesion position detecting process detects a lesion 
pos4tjx>n-txf-3-de5j^ated organ. 
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wherein saicl feature quantity extracting process extracts a global 
antity, a topical feature quantity and a common feature 

i a g n o s i star^eflm a g e . 
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